[image: image1.png]© PENSOFT




Pensoft News Item

Please carefully read our concise instructions below on how to write your news item. Please keep in mind that although we at Pensoft Publishers believe all scientific knowledge is important, not all studies are suited for news coverage by the mass media. Therefore, we ask that you take a moment and consider whether your intended PR will be comprehensible and interesting to journalists and a general audience.

Please bear in mind that your press release may well be picked up by the world’s largest science and mass media. Pensoft’s press releases have provided the basis for articles in National Geographic, Nature, New York Times, International Herald Tribune, Discover Magazine, many leading science news websites, national newspapers, science blogs etc. 

For your convenience, a press release template  is enclosed after the Instructions. Please use it to write your press release and email it to the dissemination officer Vesselin Kostadinov: (marketing@pensoft.net) and/or Pavel Stoev (projects@pensoft.net).

1. Title

The maximum number of characters for the title, including spaces, is 90. It should be clear and concise for non-specialists. Remember that the title will always show up in RSS feeds and mailing lists, therefore it should be easily understandable and attractive. Here are some examples of different titles:

· Heavy metal pollution causes severe declines in wild bees
· New study suggests severe deficits in UK honeybee numbers
· First analysis of invasive plant impacts worldwide
· Pollinators make critical contribution to healthy diets
2. Summary

The word limit for the Summary text is 75 words. It should explain in a clear manner the main point of the PR. Note that the summary is usually also included in RSS feeds and mailing lists, therefore it is the main feature of the PR and will decide (along with any images or media files) whether the text will benefit from a wider dissemination. Тhere must be no links in the Summary text. It is also not considered good practice to repeat parts of the main text verbatim in the Summary. It should instead explain the most important feature, the gist of the PR in short, while not being just copy-pasted from the main text.
3. Main Text

Remember that the PR is intended for a wider audience of journalists and non-specialists, so please try to keep the text simple and avoid technical terms. Also, please consider the following:

· Using the scientific (Latin) names of species is possible but not encouraged, since they provide a barrier for the general public to understand the PR. Even if you consider using scientific names in the PR as important, please add a vernacular name as well. For example, use “plant lice”, instead of “aphids” or “Aphidodea”, or “belly” instead of “abdomen”.

· You are encouraged to add quotes and links. The quotes are usually a statement from the leading author(s). Links can be given for anything you consider an important addition to the PR, or they can be a good way to explain technical terms by pointing to Wikipedia or similar resources;

· A mention in the beginning of the text of the authors’ names with their affiliations is considered standard practice. It is also possible to link authors' names to their personal or institutional websites that provide their email addresses;

· The ideal size of the main body is approximately 2600 characters (with spaces). If your PR warrants a longer text, it is suggested that you post the complete version somewhere else and insert a link to it into the PR, thus keeping it within the word limit;

· We strongly discourage personal point-of-view statements, overstatements and other phrases inviting misinterpretations or misunderstandings; your draft may be edited to that effect.
· Ideally, the first paragraph of the main text should end with the following: The study was published in the ………[journal name] and was provided within the frame of the project [project name]……….. that is funded by the ………. [name of the funding institution]
We also suggest that you take a look at a few of our PRs, which were widely disseminated in the media from the moment of publication:

· Heavy metal pollution causes severe declines in wild bees
· New study suggests severe deficits in UK honeybee numbers
· Pollination services at risk following declines of Swedish bumblebees 
· Pollinators make critical contribution to healthy diets
4. Multimedia
It is HIGHLY encouraged to use at least images (photos, maps or drawings) and/or videos to illustrate your press release.

Please note that maximum number of multimedia files, that can be associated to a press release, is 3.

Submitting multimedia materials with your press release is highly recommended, because they tend to peek readers' interest and lead to more attention to the article. They may be any of the supplementary materials published along with the article, or new ones, especially provided for the purposes of the PR. A short caption must be provided for every item. Please keep these also free of technical terminology.
· Images: The preferred image format is PNG, with at least 300dpi resolution, or SVG for graphic art.

· Video/Audio: The preferred formats for video files are: MOV, AVI, OGG and MP4; for audio: OGG, WAV and MP3. Please keep in mind that non-standard codecs may cause problems for further processing. Please provide larger files by way of download links rather than attachments.
5. Original source

Please insert the citation for the article, as it appears in the journal. Do not worry if the issue number, pages, or other info is still missing at this stage, we will add everything once the article is ready for publication. Example:

Riccardo Bommarco, Ola Lundin, Henrik G. Smith and Maj Rundlöf 2012. Drastic historic shifts in bumble-bee community composition in Sweden – Proceedings of the Royal Society B vol. 279, no 1727: 309-315
6. Contact

A contact person must be provided for feedback purposes. These contact details will appear on the press release. Inclusion of an email address in the contact details is mandatory and that of a phone number is highly recommended.
7. Links

Please feel free to add hyperlinks to resources that explain relevant terms and expressions in more detail, or that provide additional information about the researchers, institutions, species, locations, datasets or methods involved in the research described. All links should be provided separately, with clear indication where they need to be inserted. Please be careful not to give links to resources which require login credentials, or are generally not available to everyone.

8. References

Please indicate if the news item is linked to any previously posted news items, so that we can make references.

9. Additional information

Any funding organizations should be listed, as well as any journals or organized meetings and events relevant to the press release.

10. Language

English is the default language for the press releases. If you wish to submit an additional version in another language, please let us know beforehand. For an example, see 

Amateur botanists in Brazil discover a genuflexing plant. Portuguese: Botânicos amadores no Brasil descobrem uma planta que faz genuflexão, which was based on and linked from the English version.

11. Review

If you have access to a PR department at your institution, we encourage you to consult with them prior to submitting your draft to us. Your text and the associated media will be reviewed by Pensoft staff and may be edited (even substantially) or rejected if not deemed appropriate. The most frequent reason for modifications and rejection is that drafts have been written using very technical language and for a specialist audience, not the mass media or the general public that are intended to be served by press releases.
Should you have any questions regarding Pensoft’s press releases, please contact Veselin Kostadinov (marketing@pensoft.net).
TEMPLATE

Title

Pollination services at risk following declines of Swedish bumblebees
Summary
Scientists from the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences and the University of Lund have discovered that the community composition of bumble bee species and their relative abundances have changed drastically over the last 70 years in Sweden. Over the same period, the average seed yield of red clover has declined and variation in yield has doubled, suggesting that the current dependence on few species for pollination of red clover has been detrimental especially to stability in seed yield.
Text
Scientists from the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences and the University of Lund have discovered that the community composition of bumble bee species and their relative abundances have changed drastically over the last 70 years in Sweden. Over the same period, the average seed yield of red clover has declined and variation in yield has doubled, suggesting that the current dependence on few species for pollination of red clover has been detrimental especially to stability in seed yield.

The study was published this week in the Proceedings of the Royal Society B - Biological Sciences and was provided within the frame of the project STEP – 'Status and Trends of European Pollinators' that is funded by the European Union Framework Program 7.

The lead author Riccardo Bommarco comments: "It is worrying to see evidence that previously common bumble bee species have become rare and even red-listed. It is possible that such changes in community composition precede extinctions. In our efforts to conserve species and manage ecosystem services is appears important to promote not only species-rich, but also more evenly composed communities of service-providing organisms."

Notable efforts were made from the 1940s to the 1960s to explore pollination and seed production of red clover (Trifolium pratense), which is an important forage crop that is dependent on pollination by bumble bees for seed set. Detailed historic records from the 1940s and 1960s were compared to present data on relative abundances of bumble bee species collected in 2008-2010 in 44 red clover fields across Sweden.

The results show that two species (Bombus terrestris and B. lapidarius) have increased from 40% in the 1940s to entirely dominate present communities with 89%. Other species, such as B. hortorum and B. pascuorum have decreased tenfold in relative commonness, from around 20% to 2% of the observed bumble bees in a flowering clover-field. Notable is also the decline for B. distinguendus from 11% to 0.7%. This species is currently listed as near threatened in Sweden.

The researchers presenting the study are Riccardo Bommarco, Maj Rundlöf and Ola Lundin at the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, and Henrik G. Smith at Lund University in Sweden.
Multimedia
2 images. [CAPTIONS!]
Original source
Riccardo Bommarco, Ola Lundin, Henrik G. Smith and Maj Rundlöf 2012. Drastic historic shifts in bumble-bee community composition in Sweden – Proceedings of the Royal Society B vol. 279, no 1727: 309-315
Contact

Riccardo Bommarco

Riccardo.Bommarco@slu.se

46-073-048-5878
Links

All links, used inside the text (as well as WHERE in the text they should be linked)

Additional Information

If applicable
Licensing

This press release is available under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License. It is thus expected to link back to the original article.
